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r omnlp as that of America. This volume is full of val,„ k , 
to be speedily a ® P who do no t adopt Herbartian principles as a whof * 

s h ”' S ; f ” e e»n.ple. « *. «!■« >«“ h ' d “ ,heir »»8SS in 

education of a people, truth embodied in a tale 

Shall enter in at lowly doors.” 

, . . j , nH to the Quellenbuch (we wish we had one book of 0 rm; 
l“ f, th^ teaching of hi.ory. A mera.ure chart i„ „ hich ^ 
r grouped as moun.ains, .s a cap.tal .dear : the most deli fh “ 

example of the association of stud, es is a six days Journey made with a s 
of schoolboys from Jena, in the Bavarian Highlands. I hey were studyi* 
the life of Boniface, with the geography of the Rohngebirge, the formation 
of rocks, direction of rivers, the historical associations, indu stries 
“ The long marches through beautiful country, the beech woods, the 
primitive meals, the kindly entertainment by the monks, and the many 
adventures which befel us, will ever remain in my memory.” We wish 
such journeys were part of the curricula of our schools for rich and poor, or 
even that they were undertaken by families. We little know the wealth of 
associations and the variety of interests which the study of a single English 
county would afford if grouped round some central idea. We have gi ven 
so much attention lately in the Parents' Review to Herbartian principles, 
that we cannot examine Miss Dodd’s book in detail, but this lady has 
done her work well, and we are grateful for another suggestive and helpful 
manual. 

Beyond the Border, by W. D. Campbell (Constable, 6/-). We 
congratulate Elspeth Angela Campbell (“ none sae pretty ”) on her friend 
(father?) The joke and no joke is delicious. Who could look at the 
pictures without laughing ? And then “How many beans make five?” 
That poor King ! and how the scullion came to wear the King’s crown 
because he knew, is delightful fun. A capital Christmas box for small 
people. 


THE “P.R” LETTER BAG. 

[7 he Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspondents.] 

Our readers will like to see another proof of Lady Aberdeen’s unfailing 
interest in the P.N.E.U. It would appear that she always reads the 
Parents' Review, and therefore knows what is going on 
Dear Miss Mason,— A llow me to send a line of congratulation on the 
great success and usefulness of the Conference of the Parents’ Educational 
Union last summer. 

I should be much obliged if you could let me have a couple of dozen of 
e reports to istribute to various workers in Canada, to whom theymi» 
e suggestive ; even if they do not bring about the formation of a Pare 11 
.aucational Union, they suggest subjects for study and discussion- 

tu n - *. j ~ Believe me, yours sincerely, 

Hie Citadel, Quebec, IsHABEL ABERDEEN- 

September 1 5 th, 1898. 
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Dear Miss Mason,— i thank you f 0r !? to . other fri ends). 
when I was asked, as an “ old girl -> to h. kmd note ' Som e time atm 
the Ipswich High School, I thought it would b?” 1 * Comin &-° f age of 
to impart a little information about our work f u Capital °PP°rtunity to try 
who are now mntlio^ 10 tnose of mv : 


to impair <% iii-Lic imuunduon 

fellows who are now mothers. j — ... Cl scnool- 

The meeting was a good one, about th 
afterwards an informal meeting ’ wa s held h ™ dred were there, and 

being made to form a branch. % he Head MW in an a «em P t 

most eager to have a branch of the P N F TT™ SS °u the H ' gh Sch ° o1 is 
supported by the Head of the Kindergarten so r! the L t0wn ’ and sh e is 
Miss Blogg kindly sent down a quantity of literal T* SUCCeed - 
taken away by the audience. It was she who secured fe ^ Tf 
the meeting. ed Mrs - Steinthal for 

,oL^irr„?r s.e u y, ° read au ,his ' - 1 k "»- y .« > re 

October »/. .8,8. W " h ki " d ^ards sincerely yours, 

bVA Herbert Smith. 

Dear Editor, -I have so many applications for second-hand books for 
use in the Parents' Review School, that I should like to suggest that those 
who have books to dispose of should send me a list of them, naming exact 
titles, and stating prices they would ask. I could then put ladies wishing 
to buy books into communication with those who have books to sell. 

Yours sincerely, 

28, Victoria St., London, S.W. Frances Blogg. 

Dear Editor, — Can you recommend a simple book or pamphlet, 
similar to the “ Talks to Nurses,” published in the Review some time ago, 
suitable to give to a young woman training as a nurse ? 

I am, yours truly, 

J. G. D. 

Dear Editor, — I shall be much obliged if any member of the P.N.E.U. 
can recommend a thoroughly good Latin Grammar to start a boy with 
from the very beginning ; also a book suitable for a teacher who would like 
to be able to impart a life and interest to the Latin lessons, which they 
certainly had not in former days. My boy is eight years old and of 
average abilities, very fond of the reason why, but not fond of learning dry 
facts. With apologies for troubling you, 

Faithfully yours, 

September 29 th, 189 3 . Mater. 

Dear Editor.— I have not found much in the papers and magazines 
* he las t two months on the subject of education, and I should pro a y 
ha ve let another issue pass without a letter from me if it had not been for 
[he Bishop of London’s address at Sion College on October 4 th ’ and 
leading article inspired by it which appeared m the Jm^ of the follow g 
da y- Speakino- as a teacher to teachers on the subject of teaching the 
Bls hop said that when he began he was absolutely ignorant of teaching, 
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u a v,r learned had been at the expense of those co mmitted 
and all he had eve ^ really an incommunicable gift. The J * 

hiS u ChargC ; th e person who would say. "I do not think I ever taugh 
teacher was tne P tried tQ do my best to gIve peo j 

anybody ™J***^£ themselves.” The child must be brought f nto ! 
why they sh d U dal relationship with the “august matron called Knowledge* 

C TrCca a n only be done by appealing to curiosity and observation. T h ’ e 
and this ca ) ^ be such that their direct practical utility Was 

. , r ,vlin was asked to learn, and thnx, 




t^t^ToTLyone who was asked to learn, and they oug^ 
h nut before a child as an actual explanation of the life which surrounded 
t He entertained somewhat revolutionary views as to the subjects best 
In teach a child. He thought that beside reading, writing and arithmetic, 
there ought to be no “ subjects” taught at all, except things in general. 
He would not, personally, teach history to a child in the elementary schools 
by beginning with the Witenagemot and going on to the Norman Conquest. 
He should prefer to see the child drawn to an appreciation of constitutional 
history by such a question as this : If your father got drunk, what 

would happen to him ? ” “ He would be taken up ” ‘‘By whom?” “ The 
policeman.” It was in this way that children liked to have things 
explained, and it was this form of constitutional history that would appeal 
most to the child, because the child would be glad to learn the necessity 
for the policeman’s interference. Instead of having definite subjects which 
a child had to be taught, like geography, it would be preferable to teach 
him a knowledge of the rising and setting of the sun, of how London 
came to be what it was, a knowledge of the various things he must see 
with his intelligence about his path every day ; to teach him what must be 
the great lesson of his life — constantly to ask questions and to struggle 
constantly to find an answer for the questions he was asking. In main- 
taining a child’s attention, in stimulating his curiosity, and in developing 
his powers of observation, consisted the true meaning of education. But 
the obvious danger to every teacher was to appeal to the memory instead 
of to the intelligence of the child. Every true teacher should try to 
prevent a pupil from relying merely upon memory. The test of a teachers 
work was that each child who goes away from his influence should go 
away with a desire to learn for himself ; and there, he was afraid, our 
educational system, as at present organized, almost entirely broke down. 

lhe opening sentence of the above extract, reminds one of a character 
in Isabel Carnaby, who, having to earn his living, proposes to take up 
teaching. He admits that he knows nothing about it. “Just now my 
idea of teaching anybody anything is to say it over and over again t 
same words, but louder and louder each time, with the addition of a few 
epithets hurled at the stupidity of the pupil. But I daresay I shall warm 
to the work in time.” 

The Westminster Gazette opened its columns during Septembei to 
correspondence on the “ Feeding of Public Schoolboys” as to which ma J 
ar things were said, and on the advisability or otherwise o S 
conduct or popularity prizes by the vote of the pupils themselves, * 
he Daily Mail contained letters on “ Corporal Punishment,” in whl 
usua arguments -pro and con appeared once more. ^ ^ juNIO k ' 
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NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been annrn a m„m -.u 
Branches in the following places: W * a Vlew t0 starting 


Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

Colchesier. Hon. Sec., pro tern., Mrs. Powell 
Nottingham. 

Blackheath. 


, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 


Croydon. Names may be sent pro tem., P. Rands, F.sq., Brightv 
Bensham Manor Road. ^ B 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. — Miss C. A. Rooper, Pen Selwood, Gervis Road. 
Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

Huddersfield. 

Bristol. 

Lewes. — Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Fawsett, 83, High Street. 
Dorking. — Names may be sent pro tem., Mrs. Powell, Oakridge. 
Brussels. — Names may be sent pro Aw., Madame de Goeij, 35, 
Rue du Moulin. 

Ipswich. — Mrs. Bond, Derby Lodge. 

Wakefield. — Mrs. Walker, The Elms. 

Windsor. 

Readers of the Parents' Review living in these districts, or having 
friends there, are asked to communicate with Miss Blogg. 


BELGRAVIA.-November 22nd, The Hon. and Rev. Canon . E l .yttelton 
0n “The teaching of the Old Testament to Children. The December 
address will be given by Miss Carta Sturge on “lhe Place of Poetry in 
Education.” Notices of lectures and classes will be sent out to members. 
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